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1 . The preliminary amendment filed on June 16, 2206 has been entered. 

2. On page 9, paragraph 20 refers to the operating device as including a known 
self-weight drop prevention device. It is not clear if the applicant is referring to this drop 
prevention device as being prior art encompassing the claimed invention. The applicant 
is to clarify this statement. 

On page 10, paragraph 22 refers to "and the like". However, it is not known as to 
what constituents constitute "and the like". The applicant is to clarify this statement. 

On page 1 1 , paragraph 26 uses the reference numeral 1 1 to designate both the 
supporting member and the penetrating hole. Only one reference numeral is to be used 
to refer to a particular element. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required 
by 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

These claims are replete with indefinite language for which its intended meaning 
is not understood, grammatical and/or idiomatic errors, and narrative in form setting 
forth functional or operational language for which there is insufficient structural recitation 
to warrant its presence. For example: claim 1, line 2 "which rotatably supports", line 2 
"supports a", line 3 "by a lifting cord supported by", line 3 "enables said", line 4 "to be led 
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in by rotation driving", lines 4-5 "a rolling-up direction" for which there is an improper 
antecedent basis, line 5 "a driving shaft" for which there is an improper antecedent 
basis, line 5 "an operating means" which is a means clause devoid of a statement of an 
intended function, line 6 "enables said", line 6 "perform lead-out operation", line 7 "an 
unwinding direction" for which there is an improper antecedent basis, line 7 "by a 
tension exerted on", line 8 "on the basis of operation", lines 8-9 "stops the lead-out 
operation by detecting", line 10 "at the time of the lead-out operation of said", line 14 "a 
tension in a lead-out direction is not exerted", lines 16-17 "on the basis of rotation 
relative", lines 17-18 "in which rotation is blocked on the basis of function"; claim 2, lines 
2-3 "said obstacle detection means is configured by a friction generating means formed 
between said", lines 3-4 "a supporting member" for which there is an improper 
antecedent basis; claim 3, lines 3-4 "becomes an engagement state or a 
disengagement state", line 4 "a supporting member" for which there is an improper 
antecedent basis, line 5 "on the basis of rotation relative to said"; claim 4, line 4 "a first 
stopping means" which is a means clause devoid of a statement of an intended 
function, line 4 "formed nonrotatably relative to said", line 5 "movably relative thereto 
along an axial direction", lines 5-6 "inclined with respect, line 6 "an axis line" for which 
there is an improper antecedent basis, line 7 "a second stopping means" which is a 
means clause devoid of a statement of an intended function, line 8 "within a 
predetermined range", line 8 "movably relative thereto in the axial direction", lines 8-9 
"by including a sliding projected part nonmovable relative", line 1 1 "a third stopping 
means" which is a means clause devoid of a statement of an intended function, line 1 1 
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"which engages with said", lines 11-12 "and stops rotation of said", lines 13-14 "by the 
rotation relative to said", line 14 "and stops the rotation by engaging with said", lines 16- 
17 "stops the rotation of said driving shaft by engagement between", line 17 "a 
controlling projected part" for which there is an improper antecedent basis, line 17 
"provided in said", line 18 "the basis of, lines 18-19 "an engaging projected part" for 
which there is an improper antecedent basis, line 19 "formed in said", line 19 "formed 
engageably with said"; claim 5, lines 2-3 "is configured to arrange", line 3 "a plurality of 
braking claws" for which there is an improper antecedent basis, line 4 "formed at even 
angles along a circumferential direction"; claim 6, line 3 "is provided at only two winding 
pulleys arranged on both sides of. Likewise, claims 7-12 suffer from the above noted 
defects. 

The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and positively 
specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to 
present a complete operative device. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to David M. Purol whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6833. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell, can be reached at (571) 272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/David M Purol/ 
David M Purol 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
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June 25, 2008 



